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Posted: Tuesday, December 04, 2007 12:45 PM by Mark Murray
Filed Under: 2008, Huckabee

From NBC/NJ's Carrie Dana

When Romaey supporter Jim Bopp said last week that "a vote for any other candidate in the lowa caucuses is a vote
for Rudy Giullani,” it raised a few GOP eycbrows. The reason wasn't the mere fact that Bopp made the claim, which
he followed up with knocks on the electability of Romney rival Mike Huckabee, but rather that he mads it at a house
party hosted by the Iowa Christian Alliance, a powerful conservative group in the state that has promised not to
endorse. His remarks preceded a speech by Rommey himself, and they followed & powerful diatribe by ICA president
Steve Scheffler — & known Giuliani opponent - who said that the election of the former New York mayor would result
in a "bloodbath” within the Republicsn Party.

The whole exchange started whispers that the ICA's fear of a Giuliani presidency was fueling an effort to undermine
the candidacy of upstart evangelical candidate Gov. Mike Huckabee. That's because Huckabee's recent surge in Iowa
could be seen as a boon for Giuliani, who needs Mitt Romney to hit some bumps in the road before February Sth to
protect the effectiveness of his Super Tuesday strategy.

Enter this email that Scheffler sent to the ICA mailing list yesterday. "It has come to my attention that an individual
called into [lowa radio host] Jan Mickelson's program this moming,” he writes. "The caller said that Marlene Elwell
was using the Iowa Christian Alliance telephones for the purpose of encouraging people not to support Mike
Huckabee." (Elwell is a pro-life activist and a former McCain staffer who was fired in the campaign's early shakeup.
Scheffler describes her as a longtime friend.)

The email continues: "Upon Marlene's request [ gave her permission to make phone calls from the ICA office... ] have
absolutely no knowledge of what she was talking shout or what she said on the phone.”

More: "lowa Christian Alliance is not involved in any activity against Mike Huckabee... Marlene Elwell bas been told
that she can not use our offices and telephones for ay purpose in the future.”

Elwell says that the caller’s claim is "absolutely wrong.” She says that although she has been making calls to "get the
lay of the land,” she argued that "most of the people I've talked to in Iowa have been people that I know.” And she
insists that she did not use ICA phone lines for any of those calls.

But the woman who phoned in to Mickelson's show disagrees. Stacey Cargill of West Des Moines says that Elwell —
whom she has known for about a year - called her on Friday to invite her to an ICA meeting the next day featuring Jim
Bopp. During that call, Cargill says, Elwell called Huckabee a "spoiler” and said that she was working to "slow down
Huckabee's momentum.” Cargill says that the call came from an ICA extension, according to her telephone's caller ID.

When Cargill sttended the meeting on Saturday moming, Bopp had cancelled his visit due to the woekend ice storm.
But Scheffler and Elwell were both there to talk politics with the small group that battled the snow. Cargill says — snd
another source confirms — that although the two were adamant that ICA did not endorse candidates, Scheffler spoke
highly of Romney and said that Huckabee will not be able to win the Republican nomination. Skeptical of their

bttp://firstread. msube.msn.com/archive/2007/12/04/495465 .aspx ' 12/31/2007
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motives, Cargill decided to tell her story on Mickelson's conservative WHO-Radio talk show yesterday.

Cargill is a self-described supporter of John McCain.
mmmmmmwummmwmm"m.moﬁupm
for the alleged calls, and he expressed regret at unknowingly enabling Elwell to possibly pursue an "unstated mission"
at the organization's expense. He added that although there may have been words exchanged between members of his
orgsnization about Huckabee's unelectability, “they certainly haven't parted my lips.”

"Why would we take potshota at a guy who is with us by and large on the issues?” he asked.

A spokesman for the Romney campaign said that there is "no coordination whatsoever” between Romney and the ICA
on any efforts to undermine Huckabee's campaign.

[Fiain poge |
a EMAIL THIS
© Comments

Romney's a wolf in sheeps clothing. Uses tatics like Hillary to win and is a flip-flopper. Thnmplmunleepndto
busy acting like his not. Guliani is to close to organized crime and has no christan credentials. Mike Hucakabee is &

true regan republican who has regular people in his goals and plans for America. I like Mike!
Thomas Bell, Eden, North Carolina (Sent Tuesday, December 04, 2007 1:05 PM)

'l‘ryandundemuneMnl:eHucklbeullyoum'l'hembeydonmemorepublmtylnmthempubhmyhe

gets the more people leamn that he is a genuinely honest and humble, and the more peopie really “LIKE MIKE.” If a 1.1
percent increase in taxes in Ark., a released convicted rapist and murderer that Mike (why not blame a parole board?)
pardoned, and that he is an unbelievable man of God, is all the dirt you find on Mike, then he is far and away the best
candidate for the job. You people make me laugh my head off. Nice try, better luck next time. Huckabee has my vote
focl‘:mdent'llndlvoteforl-luchbeexnmﬁrONLYHmmee.Yw,pustwuhyoueonldbewmn;mlowa
having only spent LESS than $500,000.

Josh C. MS (Sent Tuesday, December 04, 2007 1:35 PM)

So Romney is going to make a speech about his religion- the question is will he be honest and open with the American
people . Will he for exaample tell them that as a Mormon he believes that Jesus is the Devil's brother . That view alone
demonstrates that Romney is not remotely Christisn . Romney also believes that there are many gods and that he
himself by being a good Temple Mormon can become a god .

Andrew Price London (Sent Tuesday, December 04, 2007 1:53 PM)

I'm growing ever more curious about your lack of coverage on Ron Paul. We obviously will not find him here n your
pocket. Forward, march.

Braudi Feheley, Jonesboro, AR (Seat Tuesday, December 04, 2007 1:55 PM)
Josh C- <<unbelievable man of god>> That makes him qualified to be President? When asked by a viewer what would

http://firstread . msnbe.msn. com/archive/2007/12/04/495465 .aspx 12/31/2007
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As Mitt Romney has trumpeted andorsement after sndorsement from » Rudy Gt
avangelical and Christisn Right figures, God-o-Meter has often been skeptical ﬁ .
about thelr impact. feeling they reveal more nervousness than confidence in st Sam fre
the Romney camp ahout getting evangelical votes. But that's not the case with JER * TamJYar
last weekand's Romney endorsemant from Iowa Christian Alllance chalrman
Morris Hurd. The group s the strongest Christian Right organization in lowa by
far, with real power to deliver votes and organizing muacle. From The New
York Times Caucus Rlog: Recent P
* Romnay's
Mitt Romney got a surprise endorsement on Saturday from the Rev. Morrie Hurd, Right Endc

hitp://blog.belicfnet.convgodometer/2008/01/romney-lands-big-christian-rig.html 12/31/2007
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chairman of the lowa Christian Alliance, a prominent conservative Christisn group
in the state, as he introduced the former Massachuselts govermnor at a rally

tonight.

Officials with the group typically avoid making public endorsements because of
their tax-axempt status, but Mr. Hurd blurted out his decision tonight in what feit
like & bit of an accident.

“I'll feli you a littie secret,” he told the audience of more than 200 people. " haven't
told anybody eiss this. I'll tell this secret out here. Next Thursday, when | go fo the
caucuses, I'm going to cast my vote for Govemor Mitt Romney.”

Comments (3)

Filed Under: Christian Right, endorsements, Iowa Christian Alliance, Mitt
Romney

posted by Dan Gilgoff 210:10am  Permalink . . Emall This Add tp:

COMMENTS Past a Comment

Remamber that Satan ssked Jesus permission 10 test Peter. Thess Evangelicals supporting
Romney may be dancing with the Devil. But certainly they are yoking themselivea with an unbleiver

and falfing the lesiing laid down by ths Aposiies. | guess political power Is truly a seducing power.

Puslad by Donny | January 1. 2008 10.19 PM

Donny

Get a grip. If evangelicais are expaciad to vots for only evangelicals they are way too simiilar io the
growing threat called “musiim extremism®. Go dance with that devil why don'tya.

Postad by: nabrusii | January 2. 2008 2 57 PM

Romney aimost had my vots until | heard him on telavision state, *| will not ™™ any one religion®.
Wall | would assums he lost God's vata on this ona as there Is only "One Curch” in God's Bbla.
And Romney does support his Mormonism over other "Ballevers.” He surely lost my vote and my
famillea,

Poslad by: Laurel | January 6, 2008 10 43 AM

Rand All Commants

http//blog.beliefnet.com/godometer/2008/01 /rommey-ands-big-christian-rig.htm!
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 14, 2008

CONTACT: Romney Press Shop
(857) 268-8380

MICHIGAN CONSERVATIVE LEADER MARLENE ELWELL
ENDORSES MITT ROMNEY

Boston, MA - Today, Mariene Ewell, noted pro-life ieader and Founder and Prasident of Catholics in the
Public Squsre, endorsed Govemnor Mitt Romney for President. Mariene was also at the heim of the
successful “Marriage Protection Amandment” campeign in Michigan in 2004 that preserves marriage in
the Michigan Conatitution as belween one man and one women.

" am proud to support Govemor Romney in this campaign,” sald Mariene Elwell. "Ha grew up here in
Michigan and shares our vaiues. He will continue to advocate policiss (0 promote stronger famiiias and
stand up for traditional marriage and the dafense of life at avery opportunity as our nation's President.
Governor Romney’s proven record and optimistic vision for tha future of Michigan and our country will
strengthen our nation for fulure generations.”

A recent mall piece by Senator John McCain promaoting his pro-iife certification from “Pro-Lifs Faderation
of Michigan” prompted Mariene 10 announce her support of Governor Romney. Mariene continued,
"There is one voice thet for decades has stood for the pro-iife community and that is National Right io Life
and in Michigan, its affiiists, Right to Life of Michigan. mmmmwma
one of the most cansistent and conecientious guardians of ife in the nation "

Mariene Eiwell, who helped write and lead the fight for adoption of the pro-lifs piank in the national GOP
party piatform, is available for additional comments on this matter at (248) 477-51086.

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheid
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